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June 10: Orientation for New Waitlisters, 2:30 pm 

June 13: Monthly Club Meeting, 8 pm on the Island 

July 11:  Monthly Meeting (second Wednesdays), 8 pm 
 

Relief Caretakers’ Schedule and 
 New Online Sign-Up System 

To sign-up to be a Relief Caretaker (any Saturday) access the “Sign-Up Genius” app from the 

SycamoreIsland.org scheduling webpage (or by clicking the Relief Caretaker Schedule and Instructions icon on 
the Club’s home page). Click on the link to the app. There are simple instructions and the app will send you 
reminders. [You can also sign-up by contacting the Relief Caretaker Coordinator, Madeleine Carter, at 
madeleinecpcarter@gmail.com] The app provides a calendar that indicates ALL of the Relief Caretakers that 
have signed up (through August). Relief Caretakers signed up for the coming month are: 

 
June 9 

9 am to 3 pm: Andy Malmgren 
3 to 9 pm: Chris Maggio 

 
June 16 

9 am to 3 pm: Susan Dunham 
3 to 9 pm: Ilya Fridman 

 

June 23 
9 am to 3 pm: Paul Hagen 
3 to 9 pm: Need Volunteer 

 
June 30 

9 am to 3 pm: Hayley Holdridge 
3 to 9 pm: Chris Maggio 

 
Still Need Volunteers last two Saturdays in July and most of August 

 
Thank You to all those who signed up for May, especially those who actually served (when the Island was 
open)!! Margaret Meredith Griggs, Audrey & Eric Lieberman, Aaron/Angela Hirsch, Bruce and Susan 
Stein, Joan Barron, Alice Bullard 
 

  

http://www.sycamoreisland.org/sysched.htm
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Water Safety Reminders  

by John Noble, Vice President, based on draft by Larry Heilman, with suggestions from Richard 

Bertaut, Ned Goddard and Stan Fowler. 

What a wonderful Club location we enjoy! Swimming, fishing and canoeing in the Potomac River 
from Sycamore Island is a marvelous adventure. But BEWARE! This is a wild and hazardous 
river with constantly changing water levels, currents, temperatures, floating objects, and unseen 

objects moving beneath the surface.  

Our members must always keep in mind that the River is dangerous. That danger is always 
there, but observing water safety guidelines reduces the risk:  

• ENTER THE WATER AT YOUR OWN RISK. Diving or jumping into the water may be 
unsafe when you cannot see clearly what’s below the surface. DO NOT swim alone. DO 
NOT enter the water unless you can swim! 

• Children in the water must be under close supervision. Water toys are not 
acceptable life preservers! 

• Familiarize yourself with the use of rescue equipment. Respect the water safety 
equipment. 

• Use kayaks, paddle boards, and canoes to the extent of your ability. 

• The Notice by the swim dock.  
 

Larry Heilman, Swim Committee Chair 
(lcheilman@verizon.net), has spearheaded an 
effort to establish water safety stations with 
rescue equipment in critical areas around the 
club facilities. These are located in areas where 
the possibility of entering the water, on purpose 
or by accident, is the highest. An important 
aspect of the initiative is to record all water 
related “events” in the log/journal on the table on 
the ground floor of the Clubhouse. Please help 
the club by using the MSIC Safety Log to record 
any accident, unsafe behavior, or use of the 
Safety Equipment for emergencies so that we 
may support and improve the program. 
  
Our Safety Stations are located at the: 

• Swim Dock 

• Captain’s Dock 

• Ferry Landing 

• Canoe Dock  
 

Properly responding to an emergency situation may save a member’s life. We all need to 
recognize our own abilities in an emergency. Using equipment that one is unfamiliar with can 
make a bad situation worse! However, if all members are prepared to assist in an emergency, 
the club will benefit. We will be reinforcing our safety procedures with presentations in the future 
on the proper use and function of the Safety Equipment. Each station is stocked with a whistle, 

mailto:lcheilman@verizon.net
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a long bamboo pole (red taped), a throw ring, and a (red) Rescue Tube. Though the Club also 
maintains a canoe and a rescue board at the Swim Dock, rescue training is MANDATORY for 
this use. Note that the ferry has US Coast Guard approved PFD’s (personal floatation devices).  

Members (of any age) should be aware of the following, should a dangerous situation develop 
with a person in the water in distress (follows content found in the Boy Scout Manual):  

1. Blow the whistle 3 hard blasts to alert others that there is a person in distress.  

2. Use the long, red pole to reach out to the person in distress. 

3. Throw a safety ring to the person in distress. Secured to tree, or fixed object, by a rope, 
where practical. 

4. Properly trained members may attempt a water rescue in an emergency. Rescue 
manuals remind us not to swim close to the distressed person, but float the red Rescue Tube 
to them for safety. Those trained in lifesaving with strong swimming abilities should always 
take a red tube (attached by a safety line) to pass to the distressed person, so that both may 

be pulled to safety. 

5. Properly trained members attempting the rescue of distressed person in a canoe, 
surfboard, or rowboat should ALWAYS take a red Rescue Tube with them.  

Look out for more information on Safety Training sessions to become familiar with the use of the 
safety equipment in the future. Enjoy the river, but respect it! Act with common sense, and 
practice good safety.  

Comments from club members are requested.  

Unusually High Water and Ferry Closures in May!  

by John Noble, Vice-President 

May was an unusually wet month. Rain measured at Reagan Airport was 85% above normal 
levels.  A total of 7.4 inches! The River’s rise indicates upriver rainfall was similarly high. 
 
The USGS predicted on Wednesday, May 16, that the river at the Little Falls gauge would rise 
to almost 14 feet on Sunday, the 20th. Joe reported, “(it) would be the biggest flood since 2010 
and one of the biggest in twenty years.”  Fortunately, the forecast was off and the high the water 
mark this month was around 10 feet, 5 feet higher than the “ferry closed” level.  
 
We have been experiencing far more ferry closure days than usual. The ferry was closed more 
than half of May, 17 days. 
 
While we can still hope that June will bring normal (below 5 feet) river levels and ferry service, it 
is not getting off to a good start! As of Monday, June 4, the Little Falls gauge is over 9 ft and the 
latest USGS forecast is for the river to near 13 feet (!!) on Tuesday, June 5. It now seems likely 
to stay above 5 feet for most or all of the remainder of the week. 
 

Report on Sixty-Third Potomac Downriver Race 
 
By V. Star Mitchell, Race Liaison  
 
The sixty-third CCA Potomac Downriver Race was held Saturday, May 12, 2018.  For the 
institutional memory of the club, it was Sycamore Island members who started this race in 1955.  
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That is why Sycamore Island continues to host the race and George Malusky (Entertainment 
Supervisor) greets the racers at the take-out with cookies and lemonade.  (Thank you George 
for always being there.) 
 
Originally, the race was called the Potomac Whitewater Race.  That was when boaters were 
running the river in Grumman canoes with neither life jackets nor helmets.  At that time, most 
Sycamore Island members were really good canoeist and this club was truly a “canoe club.”  
That is probably why it is commonly known as the “Sycamore Island Canoe Club,” when the real 
name of the club is The Montgomery Sycamore Island Club.  In 1885 the members named the 
island “Sycamore Island Pleasure Club!”  In 1889, the State objected to that name, so the club 
was named The Montgomery Sycamore Island Club.  Most people have a nickname and so 
does our club. 
 
 After the first race was held, some Sycamore Island people (of course, I’m sure they were all 
men) went on to create the Canoe Cruisers Association of Greater Washington, D.C. (the 
“CCA”). The two groups were closely linked and paddling canoes was their pastime.  I was 
brought into the club by two now deceased CCA/Sycamore Island “paddlers” who were 
extremely active in both clubs.  These two gentlemen were John Heidemann and John 
Thomson.  A picture of these two men in a canoe is on the wall in the pool room.  John H. and 
John T. were the “god-fathers” of both clubs (each worked at the CIA and “commuted” to work in 
a canoe from Sycamore Island to the CIA) and now most people don’t have a clue who they 
were or why their picture is on the wall. 
        

  
Photos by Joe Hage [Howard Morland, race director, at right] 

 

  
Photos by Lien James 

 
To continue the tradition of the Downriver Race, I am so grateful to the Sycamore Island people 
who stepped up to the plate and came down to the Island to help with the race.  Ann Waidmann 
came bright and early to help with “everything!”  Jerry Barton helped with the important job of 
timing as he has done for years.  Jim Drew, Cindy and Richard Bertaut grabbed canoes and 
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paddled up river as safety boaters and guided racers through the crazy channels up river.  Also, 
our devoted “Wait Listers” came too.  Aaron and Angela Hirsch pulled the ferry in the a.m. and 
Susan and Bruce Stein hauled the ferry in the p.m.  These people did not know what they were 
getting into signing up on Race Day!  The Stein’s niece, Emily Jansen (visiting from Austria), 
also came and was a tremendous help at the take-out and all over the Island. 
 

   
Photos by Lien James 

 
The CCA and I are so grateful for all of the help from the volunteers.  All did jobs too many to 
mention and all helped to make for a smooth race.  A good friend of mine, Lien James came 
early and stayed late helping in so many ways.  If I have missed anyone who came and helped, 
I thank you for everything that you did.  Last but not least, I want to thank Joe Hage who stayed 
on the island on his day off and did so many jobs seen and unseen.  For more details of the 
results of the race, go to: www.CanoeCruisers.org 
 

Doctoral Class on the Island 

By John Butler 

On April 29, 1962, President John F. Kennedy said at a dinner honoring Nobel Prize 

winners, “I think this is the most 

extraordinary collection of 

talent, of human knowledge, 

that has ever been gathered 

together at the White House, 

with the possible exception of 

when Thomas Jefferson dined 

alone”.  On Saturday, May 5th, 

the island hosted its own 

distinguished educator group by 

acting as the location for the 

Hood College Doctoral Cohort 

Program’s final class on, 

Leading and Governing: 

Working and Serving on 

Boards.  The class was hosted 

by club member John Butler. 

Class professor Dr. Elizabeth Bulette, program coordinator, Dr. Kathleen Bands, Dr. 

Jennifer Cuddapah, and the 12 members of the cohort all relished their class experience 

on the island.   

http://www.canoecruisers.org/
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The doctoral cohort is Hood College’s first doctoral studies offering. It was created 21 

months ago as a 3-year cohort program awarding Doctorate of Organizational 

Leadership and Doctorate of Business Administration degrees.  The Socratic seminar 

format for the final class summarized projects that analyzed a board’s function through 

readings, course study, interviews with the president and executive director, and in 

observing a board meeting.   

One tenet of an effective board is to have an educative element.  Having a board 

meeting (or a class) at another location exemplifies an educative element.  The cohort 

class was completely enhanced by having the education promulgated amongst nature.  

The cohort class was treated to a true Chautauqua experience by meeting on the island.     

For the land conservation organization that I analyzed, their educative element was 

exactly like the cohort, the education came from having the meeting at an enlightening 

location.  The land conservation group’s meeting was held at an organization that had 

recently helped stop the Northern Pass electrical power infrastructure from going 

through their state.  To quote their executive director from a dairy’s farmer’s statement at 

a meeting, “My roots are deeper than your pockets”.  The Chautauqua experience of the 

cohort class deepened our learning through the roots of the island.  The roots of the 

island deepen each time you go.  You feel that it can’t get nicer, and yet it does… 

Endnote: The 3rd cohort is just being finalized, but if any one of you are interested in 

interviewing for the fourth cohort…. 

CARETAKER'S LOG  
 
Tuesday -- May 1, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.6     Water Temperature: 58 
 
Happy May! 
 

 
Let’s hope that the river doesn't 
flood too much like last month. 
 
Thankfully, we were able to have 
the work fest last Sunday. The 
river was just barely low enough to 
get everyone over here. It wasn't 
easy mind you. The river was 
cranking out 25000 cubic feet per 
second and the wind was howling 
at 15 miles an hour making it the 

most difficult day that I've ever had running the ferry, no joke. 
 
Once we had everyone on the Island we had a grand time. It was so great to see all of the new 
waitlisters and old members coming together and bonding over Island chores. I want to thank 
everyone that came out and pitched in. And a special thanks to George and Shelly for doing the 
grilling and to Kevin Haley for leading the charge to get the docks out. I was also very grateful 
for the brand new wait-listers that arrived. It looks to me like we have a great new batch of future 
Islanders. 
 
I got approval to buy new screen doors to replace the old decrepit doors that we now have. I 
had painted and hung a new screen door as a sample for everyone to look at at the workfest 
and to my delight, everyone seemed pleased with the door I picked out and the way I prepared 
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and hung it. It's already exciting to see how nice it's going to look up there without those old (is 
this place abandoned?) screen doors. I'll order the rest of the doors today! 
 
The other major improvement that was made to the deck is the addition of a brand new shade 
umbrella! Ever since the large maple was taken down there has been no shade on the deck, 
making it impossible to sit up there in midday. Now there is shade. The new umbrella is red, a 
perfect contrast to the green clubhouse, and fit right into the table that we already had. I think 
everyone, even the treasurer, will agree that it was worth the 60 bucks that I spent. 
 
Friday -- May 4, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.1     Water Temperature: 68 
 
Good news! The spiral pedestrian bridge has been reopened and a detour trail has been built 
around the condemned trolley bridge! 
 
Tuesday -- May 8, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.9     Water Temperature: 70 
 
It looks like we may have to close the ferry later on this morning. The river is going up to 5.2. 
 
Wednesday -- May 9, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 5.2     Water Temperature: 70 
 
The ferry is closed right now but we may be able to open later this afternoon. 
 
THE FERRY IS OPEN! It's such a nice day that I decided it was worth it to open the ferry a little 
prematurely. The river should be below 5 feet by the time the meeting starts. 
 
Monday -- May 14, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.1     Water Temperature: 70 
 
We had great weather for the downriver race on Saturday but now that's over and it doesn't look 
like it's going to be a very good week to visit the Island. 
 
It doesn't look like a very good week to go camping either but that's just what Mary and I plan to 
do this week. Follow our trip at canalbycanoe.com and help us as we try to raise money for 
school busses to get more kids outside and into our wonderful C&O Canal National Historic 
Park. 
 
Our geese are still sitting on their respective nests. The nest under the deck has had 7 eggs in it 
since March 25 and I'm afraid that they are never going to hatch. Just like last year. So sad. 
 
Thursday -- May 17, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 7.8     Water Temperature: 70 
 
The ferry is closed and will be closed for a while. The river is predicted to reach 13.6 feet on 
Sunday! That would be the biggest flood since 2010 and one of the biggest in twenty years. I 
had to take down the ferry rope so it's going to be a while before the ferry is up and running 
again. That might be the least of our worries though, if these flood predictions hold up. 
 
Mary and I tried to stay optimistic that the rain would not get so bad that we would have to 
postpone our paddle trip, but sadly we had to give in to the forces of nature and rush back to 
Sycamore Island to get ready for the biggest flood that we've had in over eight years. We hope 
to regroup and resume our trip sometime after the river goes down. 
 
The river was already over seven feet when Mary and I returned here yesterday afternoon, but 
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thankfully there were a couple of crews of Club members here on Tuesday and Wednesday that 
did the preliminary flood prep. John Noble, Drew Walsh, Richard Bertaut, Steve Newman and 
Dave Winer are the people that we need to thank for paying attention and taking action. 
 
I moved all of the grills, safety equipment, and chairs up to the screen porch. I tied all of the 
picnic tables down and I secured the ferry with a long leash. Tomorrow I'll start taking the boats 
off of the lower racks and I'll tie them to the long chain that I laid out under the zip line. 
 
Sunday -- May 20, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 9.8     Water Temperature: 62 
 
It looks like we dodged a bullet and the river is not expected to hit record-breaking levels like 
they predicted two days ago. What a relief. Now maybe I can go back to my vacation. 
 
There will be some major clean up to do though. All of the boats will have to be put back in their 
places and many of the club canoes are full of rain water. We'll have to watch the docks closely 
and send them out as the river goes down. We don't want them to end up on dry land. There will 
be lots of mud to clean up and one silver maple fell, just downstream of the lego dock. It's roots 
just couldn't hold on in that saturated soil. 
 
Amazingly, we discovered a newly born fawn lying in the jewel weed with the flood waters 
creeping in around it. We thought about moving it but didn't. Today it was gone, so I guess that 
there is a mommy and a baby deer somewhere on the Island. The other amazing thing is that 
while I was looking for the fawn, I found a turkey! It was on the ground next to me when all of 
the sudden it leaped into the air! Holy cow, you never know what you'll find when you take a 
walk around the Island. 
 
Monday -- May 21, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 9.1     Water Temperature: 62 
 
Make sure that you go to canalbycanoe.com and check out the pictures of Sycamore Island 
during the flood. Also, there is a picture there of a black snake swallowing an adult squirrel. 
Amazing nature-viewing on the Island lately. 
 
Wednesday -- May 23, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 6.7     Water Temperature: 66 
 
The ferry is still closed. It looks like we won't be able to open the ferry until about Monday. First, 
we'll have to rehang the ferry rope since I had to take it down for the flood. 

   
  
We found a fence post washed up on the Island and it had an address on it, 3436. Mary, in her 
genius was able to search that address in flooded locations like in Frederick or Point on Rocks. 
Amazingly she found a place on Catoctin Creek that seems to match the address. We're 
thinking about going by there to bring them their lost fence post.  
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Monday-- May 28, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 5.0     Water Temperature: 66 
 
The ferry is closed today, Memorial Day, due to high water and flood damage to the ferry rope. 
 
There is tons of rain in the forecast so it's anybody's guess as to when things will get back to 
normal around here. Sorry folks. 
 
Tuesday-- May 29, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.9     Water Temperature: 66 
 
The ferry is closed, no pull rope yet. 
 
Wednesday-- May 30, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 5.3     Water Temperature: 66 
 
Today the ferry is closed because of high water. 
 
 
We're hoping that the river will go down tomorrow so that we can have an emergency cleanup 
here from 3-6. So please come down to the Island tomorrow and pitch in to help us get things 
cleaned up here after the flood. 
 
Thursday-- May 31, 2018  
Water Level at Little Falls: 4.7     Water Temperature: 66 
 
The ferry is running again! 

 

Minutes for May 9, 2018 Meeting of the Sycamore Island Club 

 
Attendees: Jeff Komarow, Anne Waidmann, Susan Dunham, Madeleine Carter, Richard 
Bertaut, David Nassar, Sherry Fizdale, Gerry Baron, Jim Drew, Adele Seifried, John Noble, 
Larry Heilman, Michael Lai, Stephanie Lai, John Butler, Meredith Griggs. 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Bertaut at 8:00. Attendees introduced themselves, 
and the minutes of the April 2018 meeting were approved. There were no reports this month on 
communications or archives. 
 
Treasurer's report: In the absence of Treasurer Ned Goddard, John Noble reported that the 
club is on budget and that expenditures to date reflect what the budget calls for. 
 
Financial Secretary's report: Sherry Fizdale explained that $112, 000 has been taken in since 
January because of application fees having been received in this lottery year. All who owed fees 
have now paid. 
 
Captain's report: Filling in for Captain Stan Fowler, President Richard Bertaut reported that: 

• The first of the wooden screen doors in the main clubhouse room have been replaced, 

reinforced in multiple places, and painted by Joe Hage, Caretaker.  

• New ferry stanchions are progressing. 

• Docks are in place. The swimming dock was moved slightly because of silting, and the 

floating raft will be anchored as soon as water levels drop. 
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• A detour path, well marked and with wood chips, has been carved out from the 

MacArthur Blvd. parking area. And there is now a wooden bridge way from the path onto 

the spiral bridge over Clara Barton Parkway. The club will send a letter to the National 

Park Service superintendent thanking NPS for this work. 

• Down River Race will be held Saturday May 12. Members Anne Waidman and Gerry 

Barton, among others, will assist as safety monitors. New member David Nassar 

volunteered to serve as Sycamore Island liaison with the race. 

Caretaker's report: Joe Hage outlined recent improvements he has made. These include 
priming canoe racks to add more legible numbers and more aesthetic labels on the canoe shed. 
He will also be installing five more screen doors in the upper club house room later in May. 
President Bertaut thanked Joe for the improvements, noting also the new space created on the 
canoe dock to ease getting in and out of boats.  
 
Membership secretary's report: Anne Waidmann distributed a comprehensive report. 
Highlights were: 

• 28 new waitlisters have all sent in their fees, and several have bought passes. 

• 15 families attended the orientation, which is required before new people can use their 

passes and serve as relief caretakers, on May 6. She thanked Jody Benjamin, 

Madeleine Carter, Joe Hage, Richard Bertaut, and John and Diane Noble for their help. 

The next orientation will be June 10. 

• David and Shannon Nassar were proposed and voted in for full membership. They and 

their three children were welcomed into the club. 

• To date, the club has 160 regular members, 78 seniors, 21 inactive, 60 wait listers, and 

13 honorary members. 

New business: Member Susan Dunham made two proposals: (i) To change the by-laws to 
make the monthly club meetings at 4:00pm or 5:00pm on Sundays and (ii) To institute two 
possible ways for repeated applicants to have better chances to gain membership.  
 
After considerable discussion of the first proposal, it was agreed that Susan would publish it in 
the June issue of the Islander, explaining the proposed by-law change and the rationale for it; 
that President Bertaut would draw up a membership survey on the proposal, to go out both in 
the Islander and to all members; that there be further discussion of the proposal in the June 
meeting; and that a vote be taken in the July meeting.  
 
In her second proposal, Susan explained that some families have applied four or five times to 
the lottery---thus demonstrating a keen and abiding interest in joining---whereas others, who 
may barely be acquainted with the club, get in on their first try. To help make it fairer for the 
former group, Susan suggested that they be given a chip for each year they can demonstrate 
that they've applied to the lottery and been rejected, thus favoring---though not guaranteeing---
their chances in the next lottery. She further suggested a service membership for this group, 
which is sanctioned in the by-laws. This could be for a specific number of work hours per month 
for a number of years, beyond the obligations for all members (workfest, relief caretaker, 
meeting attendance). Anne Waidmann also proposed that questions be added to the lottery 
application: "Have you applied before? In which years?" 
 
After discussion of this proposal, it was agreed that a committee chaired by Membership 
Secretary Anne Waidmann would be formed to reexamine the lottery system, including the 
"weighted chip" and service membership proposals. 
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In other new business:  

• The meeting approved a large party to be held by Vicky Judson. Madeleine Carter 

reminded members that large-party hosts need to sign up (on Sign-up Genius) to pull the 

ferry on the day of their parties. 

• John Noble introduced Florian Kogelnik, candidate for co-treasurer. A waitlister since 

2012 and member since 2016, Florian has worked as a manager at Northrup-Grumman 

for 14 years, currently as operations manager for the Health Solutions business unit. He 

earned a law degree and an MBA and lives in Glen Echo with his wife Robin, a market 

consultant and Master Gardener, and two sons. Florian will work with current treasurer 

Ned Goddard for an initial period. Members thanked Florian for agreeing to take this on. 

Swimming secretary's report: Larry Heilman underscored that members can swim in the 
Potomac but only off the Island. They cannot get out of the water on either the Canal side or on 
the Virginia shore. He also urged that swimming guidelines be published in the Islander and that 
members write down any incidents involving swimming---as well as any missing swimming 
safety equipment---in the green-covered book in the club kitchen. 
 
Richard Bertaut also reiterated that parents must stay with their children who are swimming, or 
must assign a responsible adult to stay with them. In no case should children be allowed to 
swim across the river alone.  
 
The meeting was adjourned after 9:30 pm. The next meeting will be held on the Island June 13. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Meredith Griggs 
Co-recording secretary 

 
PROPOSAL TO AMEND BYLAW #23, “REGULAR MEETINGS,”  
FROM MEETINGS TO BE “HELD ON THE SECOND WEDNESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH” TO MEETINGS TO BE “HELD ON THE SECOND 
SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH” – and Link to Survey of Club Members 
 
The amendment is proposed by Susan Dunham.  The following is her description and defense 
of the amendment: 
 
At the monthly meeting held on May 9, I made a proposal to change the day of these meetings 
from Wednesday to Sunday.  Any change of meeting days, however, will require a change in 
our bylaws.  I explain below the proposed text of the bylaw change, along with the reasons for 
my proposal. 
 
Regular meetings are addressed in Bylaw #23.  Currently this bylaw states: “Regular meetings 
of the members will be held on the second Wednesday of each month, the December meeting 
being combined with the Annual Meeting.”  Although the time for beginning meetings is not 
stated in this bylaw, meetings currently begin at 8:00 p.m. 
 
I propose that the text of Bylaw #23 be changed to “Regular meetings of the members shall be 
held on the second Sunday of each month, the December meeting being combined with the 
annual meeting.”  This proposed bylaw, like the current bylaw, does not include a time for 
beginning meetings. 
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I propose this change because out of all of the obligations of membership—timely paying of 
annual dues, relief caretaking, participating in work fests, and attending monthly member 
meetings—attending the monthly member meetings is the single obligation that my membership 
can rarely meet.  I have impaired vision that makes it difficult to see at night.  I have in addition 
difficulty with balance.  Attending meetings on the island that begin at 8:00 p.m., when it is dark 
after leaving a meeting except for perhaps June and July, and dark when arriving except for 
perhaps May, June, July, and August, is a risk that I do not want to take.  Note that by Labor 
Day it is dark at 8:00 p.m.  Most especially I cannot risk going to and from the island in the dark 
after it has rained, when the path to the island is slippery. 
 
But even if we had obtained our membership years before, when our children were still young 
and living with us, it would have been difficult to attend meetings on school nights devoured by 
homework, our own work that followed us home, and many other needs that arose during the 
workweek.  We would not have been able to make attending monthly meetings on a 
Wednesday beginning at 8:00 p.m. a priority.  Attending such a meeting would have been 
pushed aside by other tugs at our time.   
 
I believe that there may be many other members similarly situated who, because of physical 
limitations or personal obligations, simply cannot attend meetings on a weeknight that begin at 
8:00 p.m.  I note also that there are some months when there is not even a quorum for these 
meetings, making it impossible to conduct business.  Our bylaws state that a quorum consists of 
10 memberships, we have 160 memberships, yet there are not enough attending.  I believe that 
the weekday and time for beginning meetings account for this problem. 
 
I believe finally that if members vote to approve the bylaws change I propose, that we would not 
only accommodate members with physical impairments such as mine, but that we would make it 
easier for 21st century families to attend monthly meetings.  My proposed text does not state a 
starting time for meetings, but if meetings could begin at 4:00 p.m. or even 5:00 p.m. on 
Sundays, there would be members who might already be on the island who would stay for a 
meeting that would finish by dark and in enough time to settle in for the coming work week.  And 
I believe that it would be easier to have a quorum.   
 
At our May meeting it was decided to survey member opinions on this proposed bylaw change. 
Please participate in the survey and attend the June and July meetings when this proposal will 
be discussed further and voted upon.  Let’s flesh out this proposal further, and after due 
consideration, decide together whether the current meeting day and time work for the majority of 
us.  If the current arrangement does not work for the majority of members, then there is no good 
reason for it to continue, notwithstanding that this is the way things have been for the past fifty 
years. 
 
Survey of Member Views Regarding Proposed Change in Monthly Meeting Scheduling 
 
The officers of the Sycamore Island Club request that each member household take time before 
June 9th to complete this short on-line survey: 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CX38KGQ 
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